
Sandra Phaup
Contact: (703) 534-9473

E-mail: SSPhaup@verizon.net

HELPING CHILDREN THINK AND WRITE THROUGH VISUAL ARTS
Workshop Leader: Sandra Phaup
For Parents of Elementary Students
Time Required: 1-1.5 hours 
Maximum number of workshop participants: 30

Visual images, like language, carry meaning, and the ability to read images is a necessary skill in
an increasingly visual world. In this workshop, participants learn how children’s writing and
thinking skills are enhanced using a four-part art criticism process—description, analysis, 
interpretation, and evaluation and/or a guided pre-writing approach. Participants discover how
these strategies help people of all ages “read” an artwork, or other visual, and respond in a
thoughtful, non-threatening way.

PARENT WORKSHOPS
PARTNERS IN EDUCATION 

SANDRA PHAUP is the writing teacher with the da Vinci Project at Barcroft

Elementary School, and Coordinator of Fine Arts for the Gifted, Arlington

Public Schools, Virginia. She has taught English and/or art for more than 20

years at the elementary, high school, and college level in the United States

and England. Writing and art are both avocation and vocation for her. 

She has exhibited artwork and presented topics at national and state 

conferences related to student learning in writing, economics, and visual

and performing arts.69


