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The Kennedy Center and National Symphony Orchestra  
Announce 

The John Williams 90th Birthday Celebration 
June 22 – 24, 2022 

 
E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial and Jurassic Park films performed with  

live orchestra (June 22 and June 24)  
 

and 

Stéphane Denève conducts a star-studded celebration  
of music, movies, and magic in our nation’s capital (June 23) 

as America’s beloved composer turns 90,  
featuring Yo-Yo Ma, Steven Spielberg, Anne-Sophie Mutter, and more 

 
(WASHINGTON)—The Kennedy Center and the National Symphony Orchestra announce today 
the official celebration of John Williams’s 90th birthday with a three-day festival in June 
honoring the beloved American composer. A five-time Academy Award® and 25-time Grammy 
Award® winner, and 2004 Kennedy Center Honoree, Williams will be recognized across three 
evenings of concerts and events at the Kennedy Center.  
 
Marking the 40th anniversary of Steven Spielberg’s film E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial, on June 22, 
Principal Pops conductor Steven Reineke and the NSO perform Williams’ complete Academy 
Award®–winning score with the timeless classic film projected in HD on the big screen in the 
Kennedy Center Concert Hall. On June 23, Williams will be the guest of honor for the 90th 
Birthday Gala Concert, an all-star evening featuring the NSO and conducted by Stéphane 
Denève, and joined by frequent collaborators across his decades-long career. Special guests will 
include Yo-Yo Ma, Steven Spielberg, Anne-Sophie Mutter, and more. The 90th Birthday Gala 
Concert on June 23 also serves as a fundraiser for the NSO’s new endowment for music 
education, launched in honor of this special occasion. The festivities conclude with Reineke and 
the NSO performing the 1993 Oscar®-winning epic film Jurassic Park on June 24, with Williams’ 
iconic musical score performed live to picture by the NSO. Audiences are invited to join for a 
special pre-concert Q&A with John Williams and Kennedy Center President Deborah F. Rutter.  
 

https://spaces.hightail.com/receive/15qfOBnxFu
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NSO Executive Director Gary Ginstling said of John Williams’ impact on the American orchestral 
landscape, “John’s extraordinary music has transcended its original use in film to become part of 
the standard orchestral repertoire. Of course, his music is thrilling as a film score, but it is equally 
at home in the concert hall, and has been embraced by generations of classical music fans and 
new audiences alike. The NSO is honored to celebrate an incredible body of work by one of 
America’s favorite composers.”  
 
“Few people have been more influential in American music than John Williams,” said Kennedy 
Center President Deborah F. Rutter. “On a personal level, I have known John for nearly four 
decades and have had the good fortune of working with him in my roles at various orchestras 
across the country. I’m humbled by John’s enthusiasm to hold his 90th birthday celebration here 
at the Kennedy Center during our 50th anniversary season, and delighted that in celebrating him, 
we are also launching a new fund for music education—something about which John is incredibly 
passionate. He is a lifelong friend of musicians and a staunch advocate for music education at all 
ages.”   
 
Funds raised through sponsorships of The 90th Birthday Gala Concert will support the NSO Music 
Education Endowment which will provide ongoing support for the NSO’s wide-ranging 
education programs, offered to students and children of all ages for free or at low-cost, at the 
Kennedy Center, in schools, and online. NSO education programs impact approximately 44,000 
children, families, and the next generation of musicians and professionals annually, including 
programs ranging from Young People’s Concerts for students in grades 3-8 around the 
metropolitan Washington D.C. region, NSO Family Concerts, the NSO Youth Fellowship 
Program for high school musicians seeking a career in music, In-School Ensembles, and the NSO 
Summer Music Institute, which attracts musicians ages 15-22 from the U.S. and abroad.   
 
 
E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial in Concert (40th Anniversary) 
Wednesday, June 22, 2022, 8:00 p.m. 
National Symphony Orchestra 
Steven Reineke, conductor 
Kennedy Center Concert Hall 
The National Symphony Orchestra performs John Williams’ complete Academy Award®–
winning score as Steven Spielberg’s timeless classic is projected in HD on the big screen, 
conducted by NSO Principal Pops Conductor Steven Reineke. 
 
 
John Williams: The 90th Birthday Gala Concert 
Thursday, June 23, 2022, 7:00 p.m. 
National Symphony Orchestra 
Stéphane Denève, conductor 
Kennedy Center Concert Hall 
An all-star birthday concert celebrating John Williams’ iconic music conducted by Stéphane 
Denève, featuring the National Symphony Orchestra with special guests including Yo-Yo Ma, 
Steven Spielberg, Anne-Sophie Mutter, and more.  
Gala sponsors will support the NSO’s new music education endowment and enjoy special events before 
and after the concert, depending on contribution level. 
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Jurassic Park in Concert* 
Friday, June 24, 2022, 8:00 p.m.  
National Symphony Orchestra 
Steven Reineke, conductor  
Kennedy Center Concert Hall  
An adventure 65 million years in the making comes back to the big screen. Watch Spielberg's 
Oscar®–winning classic in high definition as the National Symphony Orchestra brings John 
Williams' iconic music to soaring life. 
*Audiences are invited to join for a special pre-concert Q&A with John Williams and Kennedy Center 
President Deborah F. Rutter.  
 

TICKET INFORMATION 
Performance tickets to E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial and Jurassic Park in Concert ($29–$99) and John 
Williams: The 90th Birthday Gala Concert ($99-$199) are on sale now to Kennedy Center Members 
and will go on sale to the general public on January 20 at 12 p.m.  

Performance tickets will be available at the Kennedy Center Box Office, online at kennedy-
center.org, and via phone through Instant Charge, (202) 467-4600; toll-free at (800) 444-1324. 
For all other ticket-related customer service inquires, call the Advance Sales Box Office at (202) 
416-8540. 

John Williams: The 90th Birthday Gala Concert sponsorship packages are available now and start at 
$500 for the cocktail reception and Gala Concert, and $1,750 for the cocktail reception, Gala 
Concert, and post-concert Birthday Dinner, among other perks and benefits. Sponsorship 
packages can be reserved online or through the Development Office by emailing rsvp@kennedy-
center.org.  
 
 
ABOUT JOHN WILLIAMS 
In a career spanning more than six decades, John Williams has become one of America’s most accomplished 
and successful composers for film and for the concert stage, and he remains one of our nation’s most 
distinguished and contributive musical voices. He has composed the music and served as music director for 
more than 100 films, including all nine Star Wars films, the first three Harry Potter films, Superman, JFK, 
Born on the Fourth of July, Memoirs of a Geisha, Far and Away, The Accidental Tourist, Home Alone, and The Book 
Thief. His nearly 50-year artistic partnership with director Steven Spielberg has resulted in many of 
Hollywood’s most acclaimed and successful films, including Schindler’s List, E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial, Jaws, 
Jurassic Park, Close Encounters of the Third Kind, the Indiana Jones films, Munich, Saving Private Ryan, The 
Adventures of Tintin, War Horse, Lincoln, The BFG, and The Post. His contributions to television music include 
scores for more than 200 television films for the groundbreaking, early anthology series Alcoa Theatre, Kraft 
Television Theatre, Chrysler Theatre, and Playhouse 90, as well as themes for NBC Nightly News (“The 
Mission”), NBC’s Meet the Press, and the PBS arts showcase Great Performances.  He also composed themes 
for the 1984, 1988, and 1996 Summer Olympic Games, and the 2002 Winter Olympic Games. He has received 
five Academy Awards® and 52 Oscar nominations, making him the Academy’s most-nominated living 
person and the second-most nominated person in the history of the Oscars®. He has received seven British 
Academy Awards (BAFTA), twenty-five Grammys, four Golden Globes, five Emmys, and numerous gold 
and platinum records. In 2003, he received the Olympic Order (the IOC’s highest honor) for his 
contributions to the Olympic movement. He received the prestigious Kennedy Center Honors in December 
of 2004.  In 2009, Mr. Williams was inducted into the American Academy of Arts & Sciences, and he received 

http://kennedy-center.org/
http://kennedy-center.org/
https://www.kennedy-center.org/whats-on/john-williams
mailto:rsvp@kennedy-center.org
mailto:rsvp@kennedy-center.org
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the National Medal of Arts, the highest award given to artists by the U.S. Government.  In 2016, he received 
the 44th Life Achievement Award from the American Film Institute – the first time in their history that this 
honor was bestowed upon a composer. In 2020, he received Spain’s Princess of Asturias Award for the Arts, 
as well as the Gold Medal from the prestigious Royal Philharmonic Society in the UK. 
 
In January 1980, Mr. Williams was named the 19th music director of the Boston Pops Orchestra, succeeding 
the legendary Arthur Fiedler. He currently holds the title of Boston Pops Laureate Conductor which he 
assumed following his retirement in December 1993 after 14 highly successful seasons. He also holds the 
title of Artist-in-Residence at Tanglewood. Mr. Williams has composed numerous works for the concert 
stage, among them two symphonies, and concertos commissioned by several of the world’s leading 
orchestras, including a cello concerto for the Boston Symphony Orchestra, a bassoon concerto for the New 
York Philharmonic, a trumpet concerto for The Cleveland Orchestra, and a horn concerto for the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra. In 2009, the Boston Symphony premiered his concerto for harp and orchestra 
entitled “On Willows and Birches,” and in the same year, Mr. Williams composed and arranged “Air and 
Simple Gifts” especially for the first inaugural ceremony of President Barack Obama.  
 
ABOUT STEVEN REINEKE 
 
ABOUT STÉPHANE DENÈVE 

The Kennedy Center continues to prioritize the health and safety of artists, staff, and patrons. Current 
protocols can be found here and will continue to be updated as they evolve. 

For more information about the NSO, visit nationalsymphony.org. 

A full listing of our generous sponsors can be found online. 
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MEDIA CONTACTS 
 
Eileen Andrews 
(202) 416-8448 
etandrews@kennedy-center.org 
 
Mason Boudrye 
(202) 416-8443 
mtboudrye@kennedy-center.org 
 

https://www.kennedy-center.org/artists/r/ra-rn/steven-reineke/
https://www.kennedy-center.org/artists/d/da-dn/stephane-deneve/
https://www.kennedy-center.org/visit/patron-safety/
http://www.nationalsymphony.org/
https://www.kennedy-center.org/press-releases/nso_sponsors_21222/
mailto:etandrews@kennedy-center.org
mailto:mtboudrye@kennedy-center.org
https://www.facebook.com/National.Symphony/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheKennedyCenter
https://www.instagram.com/natsymphonydc
https://twitter.com/natsymphonydc
http://kennedycenter.tumblr.com/
https://www.snapchat.com/

